
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2005.  Spring appears to come
earlier each year, we have our first frogs spawn on the
pond, has it been reported to the Phenology Society?
Also bluebells are beginning to grow in the wood.  It was
very pleasing to see so many people enjoying the site last
Sunday.  On 29th January on a dull damp Saturday

morning 5 members of the group counted birds for one hour.
We were taking part in the R.S.P.B. Garden Birdwatch, 21 different
species were spotted, one more than last year, with once again the
Blackbird, Blue Tit & Starling being the  most numerous.

As a registered charity we
may be asked to submit
our accounts to the Char-
ity Commission.  We

need an accountant to check through
our accounts to ensure that they are
in order.  Does anyone have or know
of someone with the necessary quali-
fications who would audit our ac-
counts without charge?

Patrick Coates has been
treasurer as well as
grants officer and has
been very successful in

finding grants to keep the site going.
He is unable to keep both jobs.  We
would like someone who is good at
form filling and writing begging let-
ters to contact us.  Help and advice
will be at hand.

If you could help with either of the above please contact Ian Hay (Secretary)
on 01622 203867.

We need to recruit more trustees.  It is not necessary to attend every commit-
tee meeting but they will share the responsibility for the site.  If you would
like to find out what being a trustee involves please contact Ian Hay or Trevor
Brockway.



Kent Wood Carvers are going to spend part of the spring carving outlines of
wildlife and plants on the posts.  These will be incorporated in the nature trail
leaflet.  Watch out for this new development.

We have a new visitor to the site.  A heron has been spotted on
several occasions by the pond, it is an extraordinary sight, sit-
ting on top of the small trees like a feathered Pterodactyl.  De-
spite their ungainly look they are completely at home in trees
and nest in colonies.  There is a large heronry at High Halstow
on the Hoo Peninsular.  They feed not only on fish but also on
amphibians, small mammals, insects and birds.

Keep a lookout for this pure white bird which is similar to a
heron but smaller.  It is an increasingly frequent visitor from
southern Europe.  They have recently been seen in the Loose
valley.

Our numbers are steadily grow-
ing, thanks to everyone who
supports us by either standing
order or yearly subscription.  It
is very important when applying
for grants to show that we have
a healthy membership.  For the
few people who have over-
looked this years fees I enclose a
payment slip, please complete it
as soon as possible and return it
to me at 76 Upper Fant Road.  If
you do not want to subscribe
please let me know, Lyn Brock-
way 682982.

We are soon to have major work carried
out on the pond.  It is to be dredged and
enlarged then lined with clay to prevent
leakage.  Ponds are rapidly disappearing
from our landscape and with them many
freshwater plants and
animals.  Ponds even
small ones can be-
come a haven for a
wide variety of wildlife

All days start at 11 am
unless otherwise stated

Saturday 5 March & 2 April Workday
Saturday 7 May AGM followed by

refreshments and workday
Saturday 18 June 12 noon BARBEQUE

More details in the May newsletter


